


The dark yet eventiul month of
June —from the editor's desk
By Alan Huang

The month of June has been “dark” but was
brightened up by events such as our mid-
winter party, midwinter games, a live video
call to Pretoria to speak to a gathering of
the Antarctic club and our first sighting of
the Aurora Aus-

tralis.

The 21 st of June
was the winter
solstice and is tra-
ditionally the big-
gest celebration in |
Antarctica,

dating back to

our d:

day in Antarc-

tica and for

some of us

this darkness

was both lit-

eral and figura-

tive J. But there

is light at the end

of the tunnel because midwinter's day signi-
fies the beginning of the return of the sum-
mer sun! We had

a traditional mid-

winter party and

challenged each

otherin the an-

A nua midwinter

games to boost team morale. What a party
it was! We cooked up a feast of roast pork
and mutton legs, sweet corn soup, steamed
Thai rice, chocolate mousse, to mention but
a few. . The midwinter games involved in-
tense competition as we played pool, darts,
table tennis and foosball or table football,
The foosball table is a new addition to the
games room this year. Unfortunately, | only
made it to the semi-final game of table ten-
nis as well as the foosball final. Congratula-
tions to Rory, our foosball cham-
pion, Létter, the table tennis
champion, and Erick, darts and
pool champion.

\1 The only sad aspect about our
\L _ midwinter
& party was
that
although

tic stations as well as colleagues, friends and
family back home, no one showed up at our
party. | can't help wondering what went
wrong! After all we did promise good food
& drinks, good company, a high probability
of seeing an aurora, and even a skidoo shut-
tle service from our snow runway to the
base, didn't we? '

Apart from having fun alone
as a team in ]t_._ln'e__. we also
had a great time with our
friends back home by chat-
ting to them via our first

S




ever live video call over the internet. We
spoke to the Antarctica club in Pretoria and
even made an appearance at DEAT's mid-
winter function in Cape Town, This was
made possible by the advance in our satellite
communication technology, providing the
bandwidth we needed. However, hearing
how surprised and overwhelmed ex-SANAE
expeditioners at the Antarctic club were, as
we walked around the base showing them
the luxury gadgets we have nowadays on
live video, did make me feel a bit guilty to be
so spailt.

Last but not the least, let me mention the
sighting of our first aurora! Towards the end
of June we finally had our first clear and visi-
ble encounter with

ane of the most stun-

|V

. The most useiul tool

By Keith Browne

Needless to say when you venture outside
here having the right tool and equipment
makes all the difference in making a job
quick and painless or making it a
. tedious cold task. Besides
}’\\ your protective clothing
_ the one piece of equip-
ment that you always make
sure you have when going
on any serious outing, doing
work with or on any vehidle is
—— a... shovel.
| remember my first day at SANAE, The
helicopter landed | stepped out onto the
ice, in minutes | was swept up into the base
given an orientation tour, trained in the art
of skidoo driving and
sent down to the radar
to start work. The first
thing | was givenwasa
shovel and | dug for
the rest of the day and
dug for the rest of the
week. The shovel has

Wy

ning natural phenomena on the planet. The
aurora we encountered this ime gave off a
soft green glow and gradually changed its
shape with time. However, according to
some ex-SANAE team members, we can
still expect auroras in various colours from
light purple-blue to red. We are certainly
heolding our breath and locking forward to
some more!

And finally, this month | have spent a lot of
time giving our newsletter a completely new
lock | hope you like it! Please send me any
suggestions, recommendations, praises or
threats to: alan.huang@sanae.sanap.ac.za

become a part of me.

There is always some contention over the
shovel or spade naming of the entrench-
ment tool. | prefer shovel it sounds like a
sophisticated tool that takes time to mas-
ter. The dictionaries have this to say:

Shovel; An implement consisting of a broad
blade or scoop attached to along handle,
used for taking up, removing, or throwing
loose matter, as earth, snow, or coal.

Spade; A tool for digging, having an iron
blade adapted for pressing into the ground
with the foot and a long handle commonly
with a grip or crosspiece at the top, and
with the blade usually narrower and flatter
than that of a shovel.

It seems that the commonality between the
two definitions is that they have a part
where the hands go and a part where
. the snow goes. That's good enough
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me, | think you can use the two terms in-
terchangeably.

The shovel has amazing amount of uses
nearly al of them involve moving snow.
Snow builds up everywhere. So the shovel
is used to clear up snow around, on and in
vehicles before they are started. This is an
important step before starting a vehicle
seen as if you can't see the skidoo you
can’t start it and have to dig it out first If
you can't climb into the dozer you can't
start it never mind driving it and you have
to clear the cabin first.

The shovel also acts as rescue tool use for
digging out vehicles that have gotten stuck.
Probably the most important task a shovel
can have is digging a snow cave to act as an
emergency shelter or building and igloo.
Although digging the snow cave is faster
than trying to build an igoo, Thankfully |
haven't yet had to use a shovel for this
purpose. The shovel can also be used as an
emergency snow anchor. This type of an-
chor is known as a dead man. The blade of
the shovel is planted in the snow as deep as
possible, providing resistance to forces
perpendicular to the face of the blade, This
can stop you from sliding down a snow
slope, or help anchor your tent. A shovel
with decent round scoop also makes an
excellent emergency frying pan.

The shavel can also be used for entertain-
ment. Yes, a shovel can be entertaining
The shovel can be used as a mini-toboggan.
Placing your behind on the scoop/blade
leaning back and holding onto the handle
can provide swift transportation down a
medium gradient slope. It has its down side
though; the unpadded steel seat is rather
cold. The more adventurous can place both
feet on the blade and spade-surf the slope.
Two shovels make interesting stilts but
only work well on icy ground.

As with anything that is extremely useful
there are many different
models and each model has
its own specialty. In our
recent shovel test at the

base we rated all models
that are available to us. The ‘
shovels were rated in terms
of scoopablity, penetration
and cutting ability.

snow that can
scooped in
one go,

Penetration:
How deep that
shovel can be
pushed into
the show with
one kick.

Chopping: b
The ease at which a
shovel can chop though firn (hard snow,
almost ice).

Each spade tested was given a snow flake
rating out of three for the above character-
istics.

The test All three shovels are at the snow
smelter and are regularly used to fill the
Snow Smelter which provides our water
for the base. The shovels have been tested
over the last seven months, with the snow
ranging from fresh soft - <
powder to rock hard
firn.

The Scooper
Scoopability: # # =
Penetration: # #

Chopping: =

The scooper is the ulti-
mate when dealing with powder. Its light
penetrability allows it to break the crust
easily and get in underneath to the powder
where it really performs well.

In hard snow it struggles to bite, it works
well if supported with a Garden Spade.

The Gold Digger
Scoopability: # % %
Penetration:

. Chopping:  #

This design is a slightly smaller blade
than the typical shovel used in old

mines to shovel ore into coco pans.
. v

Scoopability: The volume of




The highly curved blade makes it an excel-
lent scooper, but severely limits it penetra-
tioh and chopping abilities in all except the
softest of snow.

The Garden Spade

Scoopability: #

Penetration:  # # #

Chopping: % #®#

In Antarctica the simple
Garden Spade is king of
the shovels, Its good
_ | penetration and chopping

i ability make up for its lack
of scooping, It is the fa-

| vorite and one of the first

| pieces of kit packed for
any outing,

= J  After spending many
\ hours shoveling snow in good weather in

" 13is my lucky Number!

And who said 13 is an unlucky number?
No seriously, | consider the number 13 to
be my lucky number, and in this month
Mariné and | have been exceptionally lucky
and blessed in that we could celebrate our
I3th month of being together, Liefie ek is
steeds so baie lief vir jou en geen comblik
gaan verby sonder dat ek aan jou dink nie!
Konstant en altyd, ewiglik en vas, inniglik
en diep is my liefde vir jou, verlang ek na
jou en kan ons amper weer saam asem
haal, want die sen is oppad terug, ons is
nog net 242 daggies van mekaar af weg en
ek kan nie wag om weer diep in jou o€ te
kyk nie! Meisiemens, every phone call,
every sms, every Skype message, every
email means so much to me, and | know to
you too, because our two hearts beat as
one and miss each other very very much. |
love you and miss you!
Mwhaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasaaaaanaaaaaa
aaaaa ;-) i+

This month alse surprised us with a couple
of Aurora and even more Aurora-capable
maghetic events, but unfortunately the
weather played against us and thick banks

By Erick Minnie

bad weather and when ever, many teams
have developed special bonds with there
shovels, so much so that they have immor-
talized their shovels with monuments. One
such monu-
ment hangs in ‘
the Sastrugi

nn.

Long Live The

Shovel!

In the
mean-
time |
still con-
tinue
working
on my M,
which |

of cloud, heavy N = =
storms with a lot of snow blowing around
the base and into the air, and weak activity
paired with a bright, moonlit sky, pre-
vented us from seeing more Aurora than
we wished for. A new Aurora alarm cour-
tesy of Morgan O’Kennedy was also in-
stalled on one of the MAGRIO PC's, and it
waorks very well, if for only to wake one to
stare at the cloudy sky. But hopefully that
will pass in the couple of months we have
left before the sun starts dominating the
SANAE skies again. The team members’
spirits are high for seeing decent Aurora
before heading back for the R of SA again,
and | hope not to disappoint.

- Y,



will be finishing DY middle next year, so |
can spend all my time with the Love of my
life without any interruptions ;-) And trying
to keep the science projects from
Potchefstroom running and repairing the
havoc wrecked by the static electricity and
hectic Antarctic winds. | also enjoy sitting
around while | wait for my badly sprained

/ The force infinity
By Johann Jamneck

It lies deep inside all of us, stirring our in-
ner being

Always there, but very seldom seen
Filing the soul with hope
from youth till days of old.

Light as the wihd
Free as the air
Impossible to faﬂ'iam
Yet always everywhere.

For Men struggle it to describe,
what the body has imbedded deep inside
For the two always eternally joined,
like a proud groom and his virgin bride.

It will never leave you lost and forlorm
For strength ye shall find in it
Just as a tower is safe and strong

It personify itself thru inspiration
That litte bit of spark
which started all creation

ankle to heal after | was so wise to quickly
dash out onto the ice and loose my footing
on the way back. But what is Antarctic life
without the little bumps and bruises? Noth-
ing like having some non-serious battle
scars after a fight with the ice ;-)

With it one will burst out in song;

“Start afresh, as with me
Faorever let thy eternal music be
Listen to the gloricus melody

Playing deep inside
In heed to manifest itself, nothing to hide
Feel the rhythm move you,
Neo note to high or low
_ Not a frase to fast or slow.
There is progression, moving forward
Rising up from the dep‘ths
Like the feeling of a loved one's caress
After the interlude and chorus
A brief reflection on the music that adore
us
Cascading form the climax reached
and binding all back in a perfect cadenza
Everything to ashes,
ending without scars or lashes,

The spirit of the music can never die
A repertoire of never ending songs
Bravo o master Composer!
The Bacchus of music and we the drunken
ones”
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Sewerage treatment
By Willie Nel

Here at SANAE we have the problem of
getting rid of our waste water. We need to
doitin such  away that we do not pol-
__the environment The
| way we do that is by

_ use of a septic sys-

tem. All our waste

water gets col-
lected in tanks in

the sewerage

plant.

First \ —

get two set-

where solid waste settle at the bott_om and
the top waste flow to an aeration tank
where air is blown through. The water then
flows through different tanks and the sand
filters. The =

last stage '

is through
an ultra

violet light
into a final |

tank from

r out of lolly | j

























